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Sunmumarrise Walt Whitman's Song of Myself (Stangas 6-10)

Poet Walt Whitmawv delves deeply into-themes of spirituality,
democracy, nature, and the ego- inv his groundbreaking work
Song of Myself. Grass in pawticulowr becomes o metaphor for life
and deativinv Sections 6 -10, as Whitmawv celebxates the
immortality of the soul, identifies with all humanity, and
expands his philosophical worldview. The poetbecomes a symbol of
humanity inthese passages, whichy mawk o trawsition from arv
wowrd focus to- o outward, cosmic identityslwSong of-Myself;
sections 6-10 show how Whitman expandshis poetic vision
philosophically and thematicoadly. Grass servepas o metaphor for
his inwvestigations into-the meaning of-existence, mortality, and
immortality. He recogmnizes the inhexent divinity in each person,
believes in the tior of bodyy and spirit, and rejoices in the
boundless and holy selfa, Both the United States and natuwre ave
seenv by Whitmawn as emblems of democracy and equality on av
Hobal scale. Thwough these passages, Song of Myself becomes av
semunal piecerof Americon literature and av statement of
contemporary poetic awareness by establishing the poet asy v
cosmic, democratic, and spiritual voice.

Section 6: The Grasy as o Representation of Democracy, Life; and
Deativ

A little boy asks, "What is the grass?” inv Section 6, introducing
Whitmaw s now -iconic symbolic query. The poet presents a vawiety
of interpretations rather than av straightforword solution,
indicating his inability to-do-so. For all people;, wherever, grass
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representy the majesty of God's creation and the inherent equality
of all. people. Grass is portrayed by Whitimauw as "the handkerchief
of the Lovd," alluding to-his pantheistic belief invthe divine
presence in all things natural. Additionally, he views grass as ov
"hieroglyphic," av metaphor for the inherent worthvand dignity of
every huwmaw being regardless of their background,
socioeconomic status, or location.

By calling grass "the beautitfl uncut haviv of groves;,” thespoet
drawy everv deeper connections between the two-concepts. Like how
grass sbrouly from dead bodies, he says that deativis notithe end
but o transition. The transcendentolist fouitvin the/souls
ummortality ond the unendinggnatuwe of life is reflected herve by
Whitmaw. Section 6 lays the tntellectualigroundwork for the poem
by drowing connections between democracy, natuwre, and death.
Sectiow 7: Honowring Eternity and theUniversal Identity
InSection 7, Whitmowy elaborates on his concept of imumorvtality
and portrays the self tma limitless and everlasting light. He
dismisses conwventional worries about deathv by stating that bothv
birtiwand deativare blessings. He symboliges the continuation of
existence by claiming to-exist withv bothv the dying and the
newbornAccording to- Whitmany, everyone is "imumortal and
fathomless, " but the majority of people donwt realize this.

By saying that hiy existence caormnot be erased like v child's
painting or measured by scientific instruments, the poet declares
his ownw imumortadity and spiritual majesty. His simple statement,
"I exist as I aumy, that iy enoughy,” highlighty the umportance of
loving and celebrating oneself- In this passage, Whitimaw
expresses his transcendentalist views and hig conwiction that the
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hwmowv persov i fundamentally holy.

Uniting the Physical and Emotional Selves and Fostering Global
Understanding

Section 8 delves into-Whitmouwv's all-encompassing humanist
vision and the oneness of body and spirit. By dubbing himself
"poet of the Soul" inv addition to- "poet of the Body," he challenges
the conwentional wisdom that distinguishes between thexmaterial
and immaterial halves of humouw life. Whitmain clatims to-be v
poet of "wickedness’ inv addition to-benevolence;, demonstrating
his acceptance of the duality inherent in hiumanvindtnre:

Never one is left out of his poeticrvision; hexsees himself-in sloves
ond mausters alike, inthe downtroddervand o the mighty. "I cunw
the mawy, I suffered; I was there,” Whitmeuv says, showing extreme
empathy and putting-himself inv theshioes of another person. Here
he awticulates Wigdemoceratic ideal and his faithv i huwmonity's
inherent equality andiintexdependence.

Section 9: Beldnging to-America and the Natural World,
Theopenvdoorsef o cowntry bawn, vistas of hawvest, and the
simplieity of ruwalAmerica awe described invSectionw 9, inv which
Whitmamextoly nature and ruval life. The famous sentence "I
leanw and loaf at my ease observing av spear of summer grass’
shows his conwiction invthe spiritual imporvtance of ordinary
objecty and hisg thoughtful attitude toword nature.
Whitmauwv states that every part of his body orviginates from the
same soib and air, highlighting his profound connection to-
Americowv soit and identity. Ivv o effort to-establish himself as o
exemplaw of American culture;, he boasty about his Americar
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ovigin and family higtory. Symboliging o lifelong quest for self-
discovery and poetry inwention, this pawt representy the stout of his
literawy journey that he believes will last till deativ.

Section Texu The Poet as Democracies Advocate

As Whitmawv journeys across society and identifies withv muumerous
chawacters and scenes; the spowv of the poem expands inv Sectionw
10. For arwhile; he forgoes religious dogma and academic
institutions invfowor of firsthand knowledge anditive bowndless
vitolity of natwre. He absorbs the city's inhabitaunts, including ity
fishermany, wovkers;, lovers, fugitive slaves; and hinmself-

Whitmaeuwv positions himself as av prophet of democracy who-
traonscends nationality, classgand age. His description/of the
United States as "o nationw of many nations' highlights the
equality and vawriety of ity citizens: Truedemocracy, he soys;
implies everyone has the same rightyend possibilities, and he
refuses to-acceptamnything that isnwt equally oper to-everyone:.

Here the poet takes ovwithe role of a global huwmanist and
representative, of Americowv democracy.



